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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

B AUSTIN
e GROVER SELLERS
£ ; ATTORNEY GENERAL
|
("f{g
Honorable R, C. Wilson
County Auvditor
Oray County J
Pampe, Texss
Desy Sir:
: County cannot
gally pay bounties for
\ truction of cayotes
14 County.
Your lefl

opinion of this D¢
is as follows:

“Acoerd
o
5 Articls s Vernon's Annotated Civil 3tatutes,
auth ixthc c 1en.rs' Court of any county within the
state o hu.gov body of any incorporated city or town
within th to ppropriate funds for the prosecution of
the prcdat 1 and rodent control work contemplated by
the Act and operation vith State and Federal authorities

to employ labor and to purchase and provide supplies required
for the effective prosecution of this wvork. Section 7 of this
Statute (Art. 192b) expresasly provides that no bounty 1is to be
collected from any county or other socurce for animals taken by
hunters or trappers operating under the Act. It is apparent
that Article 192b has no appliocation to the guestion under cone
sideration.
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Since the repeal of Articles 192 and 192a, Vernon's
Annotated Civil Statutes, by the 31st Leglslature, there has
been no gensral statute suthoriszing the payment of a bounty on
wolves oy coyotes. However, there are now several speclal stat-
utes authorizing the Commissioners' Courts of sald counties to
pay bounties for the extermination of wolves, coyotes, pocket
gophers and other predatory snimels, but none of them apply to
dray County. 3Stated differently, vwe have been unable to find
any statute authorizing Grey County to pa{ & bounty on wolves
or coyotes and in the abaence of such statutory suthority, the
Commissioners' court of ssid county cannot legslly pay & bounty
for the sxtermination of volves or coyotes., It is elementary
that a Comaissionsrs' Court has only such zuthority as is given
by the Constitution and the Statutes, either expressly or by
necessary implication.

Ve direct your sttenticn to Article 190, V. A, C. 8.,
vhich specifically autharized the Commissicnerat! Cowrt of any
county to purchase the necessary poisons and sccessories required
by the citizens of the county for the purpcse of destroying wolves,
coyotes, gophers and mey other named predat animals. This
statute has not been repesled, and is control » It was so
construed by this off'ice in our Opinion No, 0-1252, a copy of
vhich is enclosed for your convenishice.

Specifically answering gmn question, as ahove stated,
the Comiasionsrs' Court of Gray County doces not heve the legal
authority to pey bounties for the extermédnation of wolves or coy-
otes in said County.

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY CENERAL OF TEXAS
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Ardell Williams

Assistant
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